
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we settle into the new school year, I'm delighted to share some positive observations 
from around the school. The start of the year has been marked by a truly encouraging 
display of behavior, attitudes, and attendance from our students.

We've been so impressed by our students' positive attitudes  and willingness to learn . 
Teachers have noted that classrooms are calm and focused, with students eager to 
engage with new subjects and activities. This positive climate is setting a strong 
foundation for academic success and personal growth for the year ahead. We believe 
that a great learning environment starts with the right mindset, and our students are 
showing us they have it! 

Excellent attendance and punctuality are vital for your child's success, and we're thrilled to 
report that our students have been brilliant in this area. We've seen a fantastic start with 
a high percentage of students arriving at school and to their lessons on time.

Just a reminder that being punctual means students don't miss out on important 
instructions and valuable learning time at the beginning of each class. A consistent 
routine helps them stay on track and reduces anxiety about falling behind.

We know that a strong partnership between home and school is key. Please continue to 
support your child by reinforcing the importance of being on time and in school every 
day. Our attendance team are keen to work with you please do contact them if you 
require any support with attendance or punctuality. 

Our positive start for the term would not have been possible without your support. Thank 
you for ensuring that your child(ren) are well prepared and ready for school each day. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s tutor or 
year office. 

Kind regards, 
Kerry Payne
Headteacher 
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Attendance  

A Great Start to the School Year

It has been wonderful to welcome all our students back to school after the summer break! 
The beginning of a new school year is always an exciting time, and it's been great to see so 
many familiar faces.

We've been focusing on the importance of attendance and punctuality through our recent 
assemblies with all year groups. Our message is simple but powerful: "Be a Hero."  

Celebrating Success

Last year was a fantastic one for our school community. We saw a 2% increase in 
attendance  and a 7% reduction in persistent absence . These improvements are a 
testament to the hard work of our students and the support of our parents.

To keep the momentum going, we'll continue our exciting attendance challenges, including:

● Friday Spinner
● Magnificent Monday
● Monthly, half-termly, and termly 100% attendance celebrations

We are also planning an even bigger annual celebration  during the summer term to 
reward our students for their dedication. We'll share more details with students in the 
coming weeks.

A Friendly Reminder About Punctuality

To ensure every student has a great start to their day, please remember that the tutor time 
register is taken at 8:40 a.m.  This means students should be through the school gates by 
8:35 a.m.  to get to tutor on time and be ready to learn.

Any student who arrives late will be issued a lunchtime detention. Your support in 
reinforcing the importance of punctuality with your child is greatly appreciated and helps us 
create a positive and productive learning environment for everyone.

We believe that showing up on time and 
ready to learn is one of the most heroic things 
a student can do for their own success. We 
have the highest expectations for both 
attendance and punctuality because we know 
they are key to helping students reach their 
full potential.





Unbelievable Uniform!  

We're so proud of the way our students have started the school year, and a 
huge thank you goes out to you, our families. We noticed and appreciated all 
the care you took with your child's uniform. It set a wonderful tone, letting 
students settle in and focus on what matters most: connecting with their new 
teachers and jumping into all the exciting learning ahead.

c

INSET Days  -September 2025. 

We spent two inspiring days at the beginning of term reflecting on last year and 
planning for the next. We were lucky to have some wonderful guest speakers as well 
as speakers from across the Trust. We spent time considering how belonging and 
inclusion allows all our children to feel they matter at school and explored 
strategies to strengthen teacher pupil relationships. It was wonderful to work as a 
team on making sure we were ready for the best possible start to the new school 
year. 



Safeguarding & Mental Health at Brune Park

At King’s Academy Brune Park, safeguarding is about creating a culture 
where every student feels safe, respected and supported. A key part of this is 
looking after our mental health.

We encourage students to speak openly about how they are feeling and to 
ask for help when they need it. Our safeguarding and pastoral teams are 
always available, and every child has trusted adults they can go to for 
support.

This year we are focusing on:

● Promoting kindness and respect across the school, tackling derogatory 
language and unkind behaviour.

● Making mental health a priority, students know it is just as important as 
physical health and need to have an awareness of how to self promote 
their own mental health

● Early help. Concerns around wellbeing, attendance, or behaviour are 
picked up quickly so the right support can be put in place.

If you are ever concerned about your child’s wellbeing, please contact their 
year team or a member of the Safeguarding Team straight away. Together, 
we can ensure all children in our school feel safe, valued and able to flourish.



Tassomai

The Science department here at Brune Park are continuing this year to use Tassomai to set our weekly homework 
for all year groups. 

What is Tassomai?

Tassomai organises students’ independent revision and supports them in learning everything they need to know 
for their exams (www.tassomai.com). It analyses their strengths and weaknesses, and tailors its revision program 
to each individual student so that they can fill any gaps in their knowledge. Tassomai provides immediate data 
feedback for teachers, helping them to see where students are struggling and intervene accordingly. According to 
Tassomai’s research their data showed an exceptionally high correlation between Tassomai usage and 
attainment, with 90% of strong users achieving a strong pass or better (vs. 68% nationally) and 50% achieving 
a top grade( to read more go to: https://www.tassomai.com/our-impact).

What is the expectation for students to complete each week?

Years 8-11 are already set up on Tassomai from last year and Year 7 students will be supported in setting up 
Tassomai in school through Science lessons or during tutor time. All students’ are expected to complete at least 3 
“Daily Goals” per week. Tassomai is a multiple choice quiz programme that asks students to answer a certain 
number of questions correctly each day. It is individualised for each student and the outcome will always be 
between 20 and 60. Each daily goal can take between 5 and 15 minutes depending on the needs of the learner 
and their responses. The more often the student completes their daily goals the quicker they are to complete. 
Each Science teacher will be checking their classes once a week, wherever possible on a Monday depending on 
each class's timetable. 

How can parents help?

Having used Tassomai at a previous school, in my experience parent involvement is one of the most effective 
ways to increase a student’s Tassomai usage. Each week you will receive a progress report from Tassomai via 
email to give feedback on your child’s weekly activity. You could then support your child by setting targets with 
them and giving small rewards – choosing a movie to watch together, a Costa treat, time on games or with 
friends, spending 1:1 time with you are all great ways to actively engage with what they’re doing.  Students need 
to do enough quizzes to keep their “Daily Goal” at 3 or more each week which will then turn green (at 
expectation with at least 3 Daily Goals), or blue (exceeds expectations with 6 or more Daily Goals). This will 
ensure they’ll be prepared for their exams and confident in their knowledge – so there’ll be less need for last 
minute cramming and pressure especially once a student reaches Year 11! You can help by encouraging your child 
to use Tassomai at least 3 days a week. Tassomai can also be downloaded as a mobile app, which gives students 
more freedom as to when they complete their independent study from home, on a bus, on a car journey or at 
break or lunchtime.

Here is further support for parents: 
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content/2018/11/26/getting-started-as-a-parent-on-tassomai?format=amp 

More information about how Tassomai works can be found here: 
https://www.tassomai.com/how-tassomai-works

Year 7 Students wishing to start using or having a look at Tassomai before they are shown it in lesson can 
download the app or go to Tassomai.com and log in with Single Sign-On options (Microsoft, Google or Wonde 
SSO), or use their school email address and this password: SmartWayToStudy

If you have any questions at all, please get in touch with either Mrs Cooper or Mr Weston.

http://www.tassomai.com/
https://www.tassomai.com/our-impact
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content/2018/11/26/getting-started-as-a-parent-on-tassomai?format=amp
https://www.tassomai.com/how-tassomai-works


Year 7 News

Welcome  Year 7

We are delighted to welcome our new Year 7 pupils to secondary school, and 
they have made an excellent start to their journey with us. They have already 
begun to settle into routines, approach their lessons with enthusiasm, and 
build new friendships. It has been wonderful to see their positivity and 
eagerness to learn, and we look forward to supporting them as they continue 
to grow and thrive throughout the year

CAT4 Tests :

Our Year 7 students will be sitting CAT4 tests week commencing 15th 
September, keep an eye out for an email coming out later this week which will 
give you all the information regarding these tests and why we run them.

For any concerns or queries contact your child’s tutor or contact the Year office 
at year-7-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk 

Year 8 News

Welcome back! 

As the new Head of Year 8 I am already enjoying meeting and getting to 
know the Class of 2029! The children have really welcomed me into the 
community. I am looking forward to working with your children as they 
navigate this important year of their education.

 Year 8 is a pivotal time for students. They will continue to build on their 
academic foundations and develop the social and personal skills that will 
prepare them for the challenges and opportunities ahead. As a team we are 
looking forward to helping the students become successful, happy and for 
some, to start to take leadership roles in school.

For any concerns or queries contact your child’s tutor or contact the Year office 
at year-8-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk 

mailto:year-8-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk
mailto:year-8-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk


Year 10 News

It was lovely to welcome Year 10 back after summer. I was beaming with pride 
as I walked through lessons last week, noticing the visible sense of maturity 
and focus in lessons.  Our attendance on the first day was 99.6%! We hope to 
maintain this as we continue through such an important year.  

As many of you know, I will be starting my maternity from next week. In my 
absence, Miss Walmsley will be taking over and supporting with the Year 
group. For all concerns and enquiries, please email 
year-10-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk 

Wow, Year 9 already! Can you believe how fast the time has gone? It feels like 
only yesterday we were just starting secondary school, and now we’re already 
in such an important year. Year 9 is a big one – it’s the year where things start 
to step up a bit. You’ll soon be making choices about GCSEs, thinking more 
about the future, and really starting to shape where you want to go.

I have set our Year 9’s some targets for the year any support with these would 
be greatly appreciated: 

1. Have the highest attendance in the school again!
2. Improve our punctuality to lessons to be the best in the school!
3. Reduce low level disruption in lesson.
4. Pick your options for Year 10/11. 

We also welcome Mr Elleston to the Year 9 Year Team. For any concerns or 
queries please use the year-9-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk email address. 

Year 9 News

mailto:year-10-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk
mailto:year-9-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk




Year 11 News

It was lovely to see over 99% of our year 11s ready to shine at the start of 
the new academic year.  Their expectations of us is high, as is ours of them 
and they are ready to prepare for the final part of their journey with us at 
King’s Academy Brune Park.
We welcome Mrs Hughes to the year team who will be working closely with 
our students to ensure that they are making the best possible progress for 
their final outcomes. 
Mrs Young, who has been on the journey from the very start of year 7 will 
continue to support the well being.
The year 11 tutors are an amazing team, so please contact them in the first 
instance, however should you wish to contact the year 11 team:   
year-11-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk
We look forward to working together to ensure our year 11s have the best 
possible final year. 

Each week in assembly we will be sharing a learning habit or revision 
technique - this week it was about having the right mindset -  pupils should 
acknowledge that they might feel anxious about their studies but try to take 
on a growth mindset - believing you can achieve and motivating yourself is 
half the battle!

mailto:year-11-year-office@kgabrunepark.uk


Behaviour
So amazing to see so many positive points being awarded across all year 
groups in the first 2 days of being back at school.  Year 9 are currently in the 
lead with an impressive 1152 points and Year 8 are a close second with 1034.

The house competition is off to a flying start as well with Wallington in the lead 
with an amazing 1159 points.  Keep up all the hard work!



Key Application Deadlines
The deadline for applying for colleges is  

Saturday 31 st January 2026
● Barton Peveril College and Peter Symonds 

College application deadlines are on Monday, 
8 December 2025.

● South College Hampshire Group - Fareham, 
Eastleigh, Southampton Colleges, CETC , nd 
CEMAST College application deadlines are on 
Friday 30th January 2026

● St Vincent College application deadline on 
Friday, 30th January 2026

● Bay House Sixth Form application deadline on 
Monday ,22nd December 2025

● UTC Portsmouth application deadline on Friday, 
30th January 2026

● City of Portsmouth College application 
deadlines are on Friday, 30th January 2026

● Sparsholt College application deadlines are on 
Friday, 30th January 2026

● Military Mentors College application deadline 
Friday, 30th January 2026



❖ Fareham College Open Event - Tuesday 
14th October 2025 17:00 - 19:00 

❖ Southampton College Open Event - 
Tuesday 21st October 2025 17:00 - 19:00 

❖ Eastleigh College Open Event - Wednesday 
22nd October 2025 17:00 - 19:00 

❖ St Vincent College - Wednesday 15 October 
2025 Wednesday 26 November 2025 
Thursday 21 May 2026 5pm to 7pm 

❖ Barton Peveril College Open Event - 
Wednesday 24th September 2025 
16:30-20:30 - 

❖ UTC Portsmouth - Wednesday 1st October 
2025 , Saturday 8th November 4.45pm - 
7.30pm -

❖ City of Portsmouth College, Wednesday 
15th October - Thursday 16th October 4.30 
- 7.30 pm 

❖ Sparsholt College - Saturday 4th October 
2025 10am-4pm
Please register on the colleges website’s for 
attendance and further information

 Colleges Open Evening Events:  







https://www.unifrog.org/events/upcoming/1467-virtual-work-experience-with-the-institution-of
-mechanical-engineers

https://www.unifrog.org/events/upcoming/1489-what-does-the-future-of-fashion-look-like

https://www.unifrog.org/events/upcoming/1488-the-green-chemistry-revolution-rethinking-
how-we-make-pretty-much-everything

https://www.unifrog.org/events/upcoming/1485-games-every-designer-should-play

https://www.unifrog.org/events/upcoming/1492-criminology-taster-session-what-makes-a-p
sychopath
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Join us for an unforgettable FREE Martial Arts Lesson  and give your child the best start to the 
new school term!
Kickstart September with a powerful boost of:
● Confidence
● Focus & Discipline
● Fitness & Energy
● Make new friends
● Have fun whilst learning self defence!

Limited Free Spaces – Don’t Miss Out! 

One week only – reserve your spot TODAY!

Ages 7–12 (Junior Heroes): 5:00–6:00pm

No experience needed – beginners welcome!

Reserve your FREE spot now: Hero Martial Arts Schools Gosport Booking Form

Back to School BOOST – FREE Martial Arts Week at Brune  
Park School

https://bookings.heromartialartsschools.com/gosport-trial-booking

